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EXPANDING SERVICES  
MEET GROWING NEEDS
820 children in Minnesota are in immediate 
need of permanent, adoptive families.  
Over the past five years, we have seen the 
number of children entering Minnesota  
foster care continue to rise. In 2017, there 
were 16,600 children who entered care,  
a 12% increase over the previous year.* 

The outcomes for children who exit foster 
care without a permanent, adoptive family 
are discouraging:**

 •  1 in 5 will become homeless 

 •   71% of young women will be pregnant  
by age 21

 •  Less than 3% will earn a college degree

Here at Children’s Home, we have expanded 
our services to meet this growing need. We 
welcome you to join us on this journey of 
giving every child security, opportunity  
and a loving family.

 *Minnesota Department of Human Services

**National Foster Youth Institute

DEAR FRIENDS, 

MAUREEN WARREN
PRESIDENT

PATRICIA KRUEGER
BOARD CHAIR

We are excited to share our new initiatives and services that 
address the growing needs of children and respond to the call  
for increased post adoption services. There is an ever-present  
need to help children join homes in which they can thrive and  
heal from trauma or loss of family. 

In recent years, there has been an alarming increase in the number  
of children experiencing out-of-home placement in Minnesota. 
Together, Children’s Home Society and Lutheran Social Service of 
Minnesota are working to address these needs. In response, we  
have expanded our services to license emergency shelter, respite  
and foster homes. We also continue to help loving families  
adopt children. The need is great. 

To complement these services, we have launched an initiative 
focused on recruiting diverse families. Children of color  
are disproportionately represented in Minnesota foster care —  
they make up 63 percent of those waiting.* This initiative will  
enable us to better meet their needs by increasing connections  
to families that mirror the population of children we are serving. 

This year, we opened a Community Closet to collect in-kind 
donations to support foster children and their caregivers. We also 
increased the number of 12- to 18-year-old youth who were matched 
with adoptive families. And, we are now the sole provider of foster 
care adoption education to private agencies and the families they 
serve in Minnesota. Even as we expand the scope of our services,  
we continue to be a leader in international adoption.

The advent of DNA technologies and the increase in the number 
of individuals pursuing DNA testing has had a significant impact 
on our post adoption services. This past year has been one of the 
busiest on record for our post adoption staff. Many people who use 
DNA technologies need assistance with searching for birth family 
connections and outreach. This year, we provided 50 Post Adoption 
Support Fund grants to birth parents, adoptees and their families.

All this would not be possible without your ongoing support.  
We deeply appreciate your partnership and wellspring of care  
for children and families. 

Thank you.

OUR MISSION 
To help children thrive;  
and to build, strengthen  
and sustain individual,  
family and community life.

NON-
DISCRIMINATION 

Our services are available 
to all people regardless of 
race, color, ethnicity, religion, 
disability, national origin, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender 
identity or gender expression. 



THAILAND

ETHIOPIA CAMBODIA

NEPAL

ROMANIA

GUATEMALA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
162 CHILDREN

231 CHILDREN
ADOPTED THROUGH CHILDREN’S HOME & LSS

GLOBAL FAMILY SUPPORT EFFORTS IN 

13 COUNTRIES
CHILDREN’S HOME 
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE
GLOBAL FAMILY SUPPORT

ECUADOR
COLOMBIA

3 CHILDREN

INDIA
35 CHILDREN

CHINA
15 CHILDREN SOUTH KOREA

13 CHILDREN

VIETNAM

MARSHALL ISLANDS
3 CHILDREN

OUR YEAR AT A GLANCE

At Children’s Home we know that having a stable, 
loving family is the greatest protective factor 
a child can have. When children have positive 
familial relationships, they are able to heal from 
trauma and grow emotionally and physically.  

FOSTER CARE  
Our services have grown beyond adoption into 
foster care. We now educate, license and support 
foster homes for emergency shelter care, respite 
and traditional foster care. These services will  
help meet the growing demand for trained,  
loving foster homes.

FOSTER CARE ADOPTION 
More children were placed through our Foster  
Care Adoption program than any other Children’s 
Home program. Under a new state contract,  
we became the sole provider of private agency 
pre-adoption education for prospective foster 
care adoptive parents. Our relative and kinship 
program continues to provide individualized 
services tailored to the specific needs of each 
family’s situation.

INFANT ADOPTION 
Our infant open adoption services are based on 
birth and adoptive families choosing each other 
and creating lasting relationships to benefit the 
child. Our outreach services help waiting families 
connect to expectant parents online, through social 
media and more.

INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION 
Through our six country programs, we unite 
waiting children with adoptive families across 
the U.S. We continue to be one of the largest 
international adoption agencies in the country. 
There is a need for families open to children who 
are toddler age and older, as well as siblings and 
children of all ages with identified needs.

POST ADOPTION SERVICES 
This year through support groups, camp,  
search and other services we helped many  
people impacted by adoption. DNA testing 
continues to change the landscape of traditionally 
closed adoptions; we provide intermediary  
services to help navigate the challenges and 
celebrate connections. 

PREGNANCY SERVICES  
We offer free, non-directive counseling to expectant 
parents throughout Minnesota. This year we added 
a texting option for expectant parents to connect 
with on-call pregnancy counselors. 

GLOBAL FAMILY SUPPORT 
Through partner organizations, we help fund 
projects focused on keeping families intact, providing 
support to children who are experiencing out-of-
home care and responding to natural disasters. 

OUR SERVICES



7,324 INDIVIDUALS SERVED through adoption,  
foster care, post adoption and pregnancy services. 

Since 1998, we have distributed  
over $6 MILLION IN 13 COUNTRIES  
to support GLOBAL FAMILY SUPPORT 
projects that promote the care,  
protection, health and  
education of vulnerable  
children and families in  
communities around  
the world. 

69 CHILDREN 
from 5 countries  

joined families through 

INTERNATIONAL  
ADOPTION.

232 people attended 
ADOPTION FAIRS.

57 expectant parents  
received PREGNANCY  
COUNSELING services.

Our Adoption Support Fund  
awarded $136,767 IN GRANTS.

202 CHILDREN  
ADVOCATED FOR  

in the U.S. &  
6 international countries.

231 CHILDREN JOINED THEIR ADOPTIVE FAMILIES IN 2018.

395 INDIVIDUALS attended our  
FOSTER CARE ADOPTION  

education classes.

66 TRAVELERS participated  
in our TOUR KOREA! 

78 KIDS in grades K–8 attended 
ADOPTION DAY CAMP.

468 INDIVIDUALS attended our  
ADOPTION INFORMATION meetings.

120 CHILDREN adopted 
from MINNESOTA  
FOSTER CARE.

18%

30%
52%

Adoption from Foster Care  120 
International Adoption  69
Domestic Infant Adoption  42

86 YOUTH  
in foster care  
worked with our  
staff to identify  
adoptive families  
and positive adult 
connections through 
CHILD-SPECIFIC  
RECRUITMENT  
SERVICES.

42 INFANTS joined  
their adoptive families  

through OPEN ADOPTION.

29 ADOPTION SUPPORT  
FUND GRANTS awarded  

to adoptive families.

We talked to  
MORE THAN 

5,000 FAMILIES  
about foster  

care & adoption.We 
HELPED 895 
INDIVIDUALS 

through 
post adoption 

services.



Quote

NABOZNY FAMILY GROWS TWO BY TWO 
Juan and Brandon were doing well in a loving, stable home with their 
adoptive dads, Jamie and Bo, and enjoying regular play dates with their 
birth siblings. The boys’ two older brothers, AJ and Val, who lived with 
relatives, often visited for long weekends. They were to be adopted by 
their great-grandmother until her health began to decline.

“We know these boys are meant to be ours,” Jamie and Bo told their  
social worker. 

The brothers were over the moon at the possibility! Val wept tears of  
joy. Val and AJ’s adoptions were finalized in December 2017, one year 
after Juan and Brandon’s adoptions in December 2016.  

“THESE ARE OUR KIDS” 
Bo and Jamie had talked about being parents for their entire relationship. 
The couple married in 2012 and began making their list of adoption pros 
and cons two years later. They were motivated by a coworker’s advice: 

“You will never regret becoming a parent, but one day you may regret not.”

Within a year, they applied with Children’s Home, traded their city 
dwelling for a house in the suburbs and completed their home study. 
They agreed on adopting a sibling group of elementary-aged kids.

Upon seeing photos of Juan and Brandon, they both cried, “These are 
our kids!” They met the boys the last week of June and five weeks later 
the boys moved in.

ORGANIZED CHAOS 
Now with four young boys, the Nabozny house is “organized chaos.” 
With both dads working full time, Jamie’s mom and step-dad became 
live-in nannies and chauffeurs to help with the growing family. 

“This is the way everything was meant to be,” Bo said of the adoptions 
two by two. The separate adoption processes provided bonding time 
with Juan and Brandon while allowing them to establish relationships 
and trust with Val and AJ.

The sons all welcome the evening ritual of “Dad” and “Papi”  
tucking them into bed with a kiss. 

“We know these boys are meant to be ours.”

YEARS AND MILES MELT AWAY  
WHEN MOTHER AND SON ARE REUNITED
Shortly after Blake Meighen hand delivered a letter 

—  one he had written to his birth mother — to his 
post adoption services worker, Betsy, he received a 
phone call. Betsy had located a phone number for 
Blake’s birth mom, Sharon, and talked with her.

When Sharon received the phone call from Betsy, 
 she knew who was calling her from Minnesota.  

“Oh my, the emotions, the thrill!” Sharon recalled 
joyfully. “I was overwhelmed. I always dreamt  
we would be reunited.” She and Mick, her  
husband of 40 years, prayed continuously  
they would meet Blake one day.

Blake and Sharon’s first conversation lasted three 
hours. Blake learned about Mick, Sharon’s siblings 
and his half-brothers, Joel and Wil. Sharon shared 
openly about the demise of her relationship with 
her college boyfriend and being sent to Minnesota  
until she delivered her baby. 

“From the moment we talked, we belonged together,” 
Sharon said. 

Blake agreed, “It was kind of funny, two strangers, 
48 years apart. But we weren’t strangers at all.”  

FILLING AN ACHING VOID 
Blake, like many adoptees, ached to know his  
origin, despite having wonderful adoptive parents. 

His adoptive mother, Pat, did not want Blake to 
search for his birth family. In 2017, as late-stage 
dementia consumed Pat’s mind, Blake acted on  
his long-held desire. 

He sought answers to tough questions like,  
“Why didn’t she want me?” He gained a fresh 
perspective reading The Girls Who Went Away.  

“That feeling of rejection completely left me,”  
he said. “I knew (my adoption) was a gift of  
love expressed in a way not always seen as love.  
It took the weight off my shoulders.”

The years between Blake’s birth and his reunion  
with Sharon were equally hard on her. Two days 
after giving birth, Sharon returned to Nebraska  
and started working. She never told anyone  
about her baby or the pain of placing him  
for adoption.

“From day one, I was extremely distraught.  
I did what I had to do, knowing I couldn’t keep  
my baby,” Sharon said. She fought depression, 
turning to alcohol to cope, until she discovered 
newfound faith that helped her heal emotionally. 

“We are thankful to Children’s Home.  
This is an answer to our prayers,” said Blake.

“From the 
moment   

we talked,  
we belonged 

together.” 



“We are happy the Adoption Support Fund has continued 
to grow, and that many happy and loving families have 
found assistance.”

Infant  1
Foster Care  6

International  22
Post Adoption  50

HOLMANS TRANSFORM LIVES  
THROUGH PHILANTHROPIC WORK
Tom and Kim Holman have personally witnessed 
kids from households with less than $20,000 in 
annual income attend and graduate from college, 
who go on to work in health care, consulting, 
business and higher education. They know  
first-hand that helping kids when they are  
young can lead to better outcomes later. That’s  
why the philanthropic couple has directed their 
giving to causes that help break the cycle of  
poverty through educational supports, college 
readiness and completion programs, and the  
foster and adoption work of Children’s Home. 

These parents of four grown daughters have been 
faithful and creative donors of Children’s Home for 
nearly 20 years. In 1998, the Holmans approached 
Children’s Home about providing scholarships for 
prospective parents who may not have the financial 
resources to adopt. Kim’s parents adopted Kim’s 
sisters through Children’s Home in the 1980s. 

“There are many loving families who would make 
wonderful adoptive homes, but adoption is costly,” 
Kim explained. “We thought that if Children’s 

Home could provide financial assistance, it could 
help increase the number of families able to adopt.” 
The Adoption Support Fund was born with the 
Holman’s initial gift. The Fund continues to thrive 
with the financial support of many.  

The fund has expanded since its creation in 1998. 
It now covers expenses associated with adoptions, 
post adoption services, foster-care licensing 
requirements and much more. The grant committee 
prioritizes requests for post adoption services and 
for families adopting relatives, teens, sibling groups 
and any children who have identified needs. It has 
paid out nearly $600,000 in the past five years and 
more than $136,000 in fiscal 2018. 

“We didn’t realize it was the start of a long-term 
fund,” Tom said. “We are happy it has continued 
to grow, and that many happy and loving families 
have found assistance.” 

The fund is made possible by ongoing, annual gifts 
from donors like the Holmans rather than through 
endowment proceeds.

In 2018, the Holmans answered another unique 
need within Children’s Home by supporting  
an additional foster adoption staff position.  
The request complemented the Holmans’ other 
philanthropic work that aims to improve  
outcomes for children in poverty.

“While infant adoption is a wonderful experience, 
foster adoptions have an even larger potential for 
transforming lives,” they said. “Children experience 
better outcomes when they are adopted out of  
foster care rather than aging out of the system. 
Children’s Home is strengthening communities  
by strengthening families.”

The Holmans are confident their support of 
Children’s Home is making a difference because  
of the organization’s proven track record. “For 130 
years, Children’s Home has been a positive force for 
families. Especially in foster adoptions, Children’s 
Home is truly transforming lives.”

Adoption Support Fund Awards

Age range of grant recipients 
3 MONTHS TO 97 YEARS 

79 
TOTAL 
GRANTS
AWARDED

$600,000  
SINCE 2013

$136,767  
IN 2018



OUR GRATITUDE FOR YOU!

This has been a watershed year for Children’s 
Home. As the landscape of adoption shifts,  
so must we shift if we are to continue to  
meet the needs of children and families. 

It is, in part, because of your heartfelt support  
that we can stay nimble enough to respond to  
the ever-changing needs of children in our 
communities and around the world. 

We are deeply grateful for your passion for the  
well-being of children and families. Together,  
with you, we can help families and children build  
lives filled with health, security and purpose.

 Thank you.! 
We truly could not do this without you!

$100,000 +
INDIVIDUALS 
Michelle Bedard
Mildred & Robert Martin*
Jeannine O. Thing*

$25,000 – $99,999
CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS 
Abbot Downing
Fred C. & Katherine B. Andersen Foundation
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The Saint 
   Paul Foundation
Otto Bremer Foundation

INDIVIDUALS 
Deb & William Fisher
Judy Tobias

$15,000 – $24,999
CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS 
Joseph C. Duke Foundation
Sauer Family Foundation
Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

INDIVIDUALS
Marcy & Randy Betcher
Lisa & Lance Novak
Karen Steiner & William Dickey

$10,000 – $14,999
CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS 
Cargill MacMillan, Jr. Charitable Trust  
   of The Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Myers Family Fund of The Saint Paul 
   Foundation
Wright-Hennepin Cooperative  
   Electric Association

INDIVIDUALS 
Anonymous
Colleen & Pat Bollom
Cathy & Michael Brennan

Carmen & James Campbell
Ralph D. Ebbott
Todd Fogel
Cheryl & Mark Heley
Lisa Novotny & Mark Flaten
Kathy & Peter Parten
Lynn & Peter Ramme
James E. Senske, Sr.
Roxanne & William Soth
Yonok & C. Nick Zeller
Joanne & Steve Zenz

$5,000 – $9,999
CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS 
Carlock Family Foundation
Hardenbergh Foundation
IBM Employee Services Center
Margaret H. & James E. Kelley 
   Foundation
Harry L. & Janet M. Kitselman 
   Foundation
Maple Grove Firefighters Association
Margaret Rivers Fund
Minnesota Vikings Foundation

INDIVIDUALS 
Jennifer & Andrew Baese
Marcia & Bradley Ballinger
Carolyn & Rolf Bjelland
Diana & Stephen Coxsey
Faye & Thomas Flaherty
Megan & Derek Hayes
Victoria V. Henry
Clarence Holden*
Patricia & David Krueger
Kathy & Kirk Mackenzie
Bernice E. Maehren
Jennifer & Richard Martin
Nancy & Roger McCabe
Brenda & Donald McCormick
Jeanne Mithun*
Marcia & Thomas Ochs
Corey Sauer
Margaret* & Hugh Schilling
Jean Taylor & Roger Griffith

Pat & Dave Teskey
Joseph Thom & Tom Ewald
Sandy & Pat Tokach
Kirsten & Richard Vosen

$2,500 – $4,999
CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS 
Dellwood Foundation
Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Parents of Latin American Children

INDIVIDUALS
Linda L. Anderson-Rhoads
Lori & Daniel Arrell
Teresa & R.J. Devick
Marie & Mark Gorham
Lisa A. Gray
Mike Han
Robert Heacox
James G. Huntting
Judy & Daniel Hwang
Karen & Joe Luba
Shirley & Donald Mager
Ann & Michael Markman
Linda Mohr & Larry Hill
Tracy & Thomas Murphy
Evelyn & Charles Pallas
JoEllyn & Dean Rustad
Mary Thompson & Robert Knuth
David K. Whitney
Joyce Zimmerman

$1,000 – $2,499
CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS 
ACR Homes, Inc.
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen 
   Foundation
Baker Vicchiollo Law
Bieber Family Foundation
Driscoll Foundation
Highland-Mills Foundation
Korean Cultural Association
Carl & Aune Lind Family Foundation
Nancy & John Lindahl Family Fund

George C. Power, Jr. Fund
Otto C. Winzen Charitable Fund

INDIVIDUALS  
Anonymous
Karen Abel & Michael Pignato
Patricia & Paul Amidon
Mary & H. Charles Anderson
Mike Anderson
Mary & Vance Baran
Andrea & Patrick Bassett
Chris Beach
Joyce & Ronald Beauchane
Jane & David Biessener
Cheryl & Brian Boyd
Betsy & Brian Buchert
Kathleen Burke & Gregory Genz
Barbara J. Buth
Susan Chaitovitz & Michael Spurner
Kitty & David Crosby
Mary Culhane
Gail & Gerry* Cullinan
Mary & Clarence* Dennis
Denise Dewhurst
Mary* & David Doty
Katherine & Themis Economou
Carol & Randy Egan
Julie & Kevin Eichhorn
Michele & Jonathan Eisele
Camie & Jack Eugster
Sondra & Stuart Feldstein
JoAnn & Gary Fink
Nancy M. Fischer
Marcy Foss-Halvorson
Virginia & Stephen Freid
Berna French
Leah & Manish Gajria
Karen & Murray Gerr
Joanne Geske
Ramya & Kamu Goyal
Isabella & Erik Groothuis
Jean & Daniel Grote
Susan & Bruce Hanson
Jodi & Stan Harpstead
Cynthia Heidelberger

Karen & Jon Helgason
Mary Lou Holden
Stacey Hoppe
Chi Huynh & Polo Chen
Donna Jenderny
Sherry Jester & Harry Cloft
Molly & Eric Johansen
Janice A. Johnson
Mary & Charles Jungmann
Mary & William Keefer
Sandra Kim
Sungsook & Kwonshik Kim
Kelly Kirk-Willenbring & 
   James Willenbring
Felisa & David Klubes
Joyce & Dan Kuechenmeister
Sandy & Steve Landberg
Sherri & David Larson
Beth & Tom Lorentz
Veenu & Amreesh Mathur
Tina & Stuart McKenna
Deborah & Fletcher Miller
Christine H. Moen
Stephanie & Bill Naegele
Susan & Michael Newburg
Bonnie Niehaus
Alexis Oberdorfer & Marcus Hill
Suzanne & William Payne
Donna & Richard Peterson
Mary Pierce & Michael Symeonides 
Randee & Allan Radel
Nancy A. Ringold
Wallace P. Ritchie
Mary Beth Robinson
Jennifer & Edwin Ryan
Nancy Scherer
Tracey Schilling-Hysjulien & 
   Todd Hysjulien
Stephanie & Brett Smith
Elizabeth & Richard Streeper
Debra & Bruce Thayer
Kimberly & Grant Thorstad
Shirley & George Torrey
Senthil Velayutham
Mary Ann & David Wark

Maureen E. Warren
Nicole Weinand
Mary & Stuart Weitzman
Leona Werner & Bob Waldron
Sharon Werner & Charles Hanna
Mary Ann & James White
Katherine & Eric Whittington
Amy Wilson
Megan & Duane Wolf
Theresa Wolf-Lee & Greg Lee
Jane Wright-Bielawski &  
   David Bielawski
Winnie Yu
Connie & Mark Zurcher 

$500 – $999
CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS
American Legion Post 118, Wayzata
American Legion Post 542, Roseville
Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
Blue Sky Alpacas, Inc.
Fridley Lions Club
PadillaCRT
Strehlow Family Fund of The  
   Minneapolis Foundation
United Methodist Women, Anoka
United Way of Fairmont, Inc.
VFW Post 246, Minneapolis
Zumbrota Combined Charities

INDIVIDUALS 
Anonymous (2)
Sofia Ali & David Caccamo
Bonita Anderson
Susan Anderson
Martha Apple & David Rea
Mary & William Bemboom
Michelle Berberet & William Maher
Debra & Mark Bergman
Leslie & Stanley Berman
Jean & Gary Blosberg
Julie & Noah Bonebrake
Karen Brandt & J. Michael Colliton
Marlene & Silas Brannan

*deceased



$500 – $999
INDIVIDUALS  CONTINUED 
Alice & Charles Bresnahan
Nancy & Peter Breyfogle
Cheryl & Thomas Bruss
Paula & Gary Christensen
Laurie Chu
Nancy Collins & Brian Mahoney
David G. Colwell
Kathryn & John Colwell
Kay & Marc Conterato
Renee & Steven Cosgrove
Adie & John Deblon
Laurel & Carter Delaittre
Jessica Deutsch & John Kirk
Dan Dodds
Michelle & Gregory Donley
Laura & Paul Ekholm
Janice & Paul Elvin
Cynthia Erickson
Robert Etnyre
Bonnie & Rick Fetter
Kevin Filter
Robert L. Findorff
Nancy & Rod Fisher
Peg Foley
Janet & Aaron Folsom
William Fong
Mary Fonken-Holden &  
   Charles Holden
Lois Fried
Sierra Friedland
Jan & Dan Gavin
Karen & Edward Gleeman
Carla Goers & Tom Iago
Patricia Googins
Brady Graham
Elle & Daren Grothaus
Shinhee Han
Diane Harder & Tom Eckstein
Carol Hatcher & Peter Jacobs 
Elizabeth Hayden & Charles Flinn
Katrina & Harold Heinze
Stephen Heyman

Julie K. Hill
Susan Hill
Helene Houle
Ann & James Howard
Sandra & Steven Hunt
Calvin Ishida
Mary & Dan Janssen
Joyce & Marvin Jenkins
Christine & Shaun Jennings
Rorie & Mark Johnston
Emily & Charles Kelley
Lynn & Darrel Kenops
Jean & Joel Kirchner
Alicia & Larry Kittelson
Wendy Kleiser
Elizabeth & Mark Koepke
Jean & Arnold Kroll
Anne M. Kuechenmeister
Rhonda & Scott Kullman
Katharine & Robert Kuyper
Geri & William Laidlaw
Lisa & Todd Latterell
Kathleen Lawless & John Keyes
Sande & Robert Lee
Sharon & Michael Leonard
Nancy & Kenneth Lerach
Susan Lerdal
Caroline & Rodney Levine
Cheryl & Douglas Lochner-Wright
Peter Lopez
Renee & Eugene Lundquist
Nancy & Deane Manolis
Jan & Michael Martin
Kathleen & Thomas Martin
Susan L. Marzolf
Sarah & Jack Matasosky
Robert L. McCollum
Mary McNellis
Lisa Mooney
Katherine & Jay Morrell
Rani Murdoch Zappa & James Zappa
Robyn & Benjamin Murray
Connie & David Nordquist
Jeffery Notch
Elizabeth Oberdorfer
Lisa & Todd Paulson

Catherine Perme
Ann & Dale Petersen
Libby Pomroy & Joel Howard
Marlene & Kent Rebeck
Kate & Erick Reinikka
Matthew K. Rennerfeldt
Suzanne & James Riesterer
Janet Romsaas
Ann Rougvie & Jeffrey Simon
Marian & Curtis Sampson
Rita & Robert Scanlon
Jerry D. Schlegel
Mary & John Schmitz
Joann Schrantz
Jill A. Schroeder
Virginia* & Gilmore Sem
Cheryl A. Sinning
Heather & Tyler Smith
Loreen & Robert Steiner
Pok & Jon Stellrecht
Lawrence E. Stirtz
Sarah & Todd Stivland
Jacqueline & David Stoen
Jeffrey Stone
Darlene & Lester Swenson
Amy & Matt Trautman
Mary & Dennis Veiseth
Kristin Vonnegut &  
   Thomas Huffman
Sharon & Jeffry Welter
Kat & Warren Wesley
Mary & Sam Wetterlin
Teresa A. Witzany
Linda & Steve Wiza
Alexandra & Steve Wolles

$250 – $499
CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS  
Anonymous
215 Wabasha Properties, Inc.
Compass Capital Management, Inc.
Hallett Charitable Trusts
Korean Service Center
Lions Club of St. Paul Park-Newport
Sieff Family Foundation

United Fund of Le Center
United Way of Greater Atlanta

INDIVIDUALS
Anonymous (2)
Betsy & Mike Akerson
Judith & Craig Allison
Karen & Ross Alwin
JoAnn & James Anderson
Michael Anderson
Michelle & Todd Anderson
Steven Anderson
Debra Anthony
Anne Armstrong Griffin & 
   Duane Griffin
Jodi & Theodore Aschoff
James A. Audette
Sharon & Terry Avent
Eun Kyung Bae
Mary E. Baines
Lee & David Bell
Jan & Bob Berg
Kenneth J. Berglund
Denise & Zach Bielke
Margaret & Chester Boike
Marvin Bookin
Maynard A. Brandt
Sandra & Michael Brandt
Stephen R. Burch
Nancy & Jim Burke
Barbara Butcher
Theresa & Bruce Cartier
Jean Christianson Grussing & 
   Bruce Grussing
Cheryl & Patrick Coty
Rondi & Ronald Cox
Kimber & Tim Crabtree
Kathleen Crawford
Chris C. Cross
Michelle Croteau
Cindy Cutshall & David Downing
Jackie & Douglas Davidson
Jill Davidson
Sherry & Edward Dayton
Sheri A. DeBates

Ann & Dennis Diers
Mary C. Dolan
Kathryn & Richard Drew
Elizabeth Edgerton – Gabriele  
   & Mark Gabriele
Carmelita & William Ellis
Lisa & Ford Erickson
Muriel Erickson
Sandra & Gerald Eskin
Ann & Arthur Firlus
Mary Kay & Mike Fitzgerald
Lisa & Anthony Flint
Nolan Flynn
Erika Frisbie
Jo & Charles Fulks
Boyd Fuller
Carol & Michael Garbisch
Barbara & Kevin Gardiner
William Gilk
Teresa & Thomas Giltner
Tyler Goodmanson
Maureen & Thomas Gornik
Jane A. Graf
Barbara J. Haglund
Rodney D. Hald
Lisa & Shelley Hartman
Lucy & Jeff Heegaard
Sandy & Dan Hill
Sandra & Michael Hobbs
Lisa Hoglund
Carol & James Hollenbeck
Judy Holseth
Bernice & John Horn
Cheryl Houle
Ferna M. Hugo
Burton J. Iverson
David C. Jackson
Claudie M. James
Georgene Johnson
Suzanne M. Johnson
Annette & Kenneth Kaiser
Sandra Kaplan & Donald Hickman
Neil Kauffman
Carolyn & Chuck Kennedy

*deceased

Corey Sauer dedicates his personal philanthropy 
to improving the lives of children. He has 
volunteered for Children’s Home and supports 
our foster programs and Adoption Support Fund 
in part because he and two of his three siblings 
were adopted through Catholic Charities.

Corey and his siblings engaged in charitable 
endeavors early. As a child, the cartoon artist 
recalls anonymously delivering Christmas 
presents to families in need. In the 90s, the  
family began hosting 4th of July parties for 
children at a Minneapolis emergency shelter. 

Corey’s parents, Gary and Patricia Sauer, marked 
their 30th anniversary by establishing the Sauer 
Family Foundation to improve the lives of 
children in foster care and poverty. Today, three 
generations of Sauers guide the Foundation’s 
giving, which totaled more than $600,000 in 2017.

The Foundation focuses on recognizing and 
addressing emotional traumas affecting children’s 
healthy development and ability to learn. 

“Kids who are removed from their parents 
experience grief and loss,” said Colleen O’Keefe, 
the Foundation’s executive director. “That type 
of emotional or relational trauma is at the root  
of many social problems.” 

The Foundation’s 2017 grant to Children’s  
Home is helping train staff to coach adoptive 
parents on trauma-focused behavior issues.  
For 10 years, the Foundation and Children’s 
Home have worked together to support children 
adopted from foster care and their families. 

“Helping others was a regular part of our  
lives,” Corey said. “Volunteering and giving  
are acknowledgments that people are suffering  
and we can help.”

ANNIVERSARY GIFT BENEFITS CHILDREN THROUGH GENERATIONS 



 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Including United Way &  
In-Kind Donations

$1,856,897
FEES FOR SERVICE

$1,473,458
FEES & GRANTS 
From Government Agencies

$1,313,489
INVESTMENT INCOME

$245,000
MISCELLANEOUS INCOME

$281,038

39% 27%

5%
4% 25%

$250 – $499
INDIVIDUALS CONTINUED 
Donna & Michael Kaplan
Phoebe & Jim Kent
Shirley & Hiram Kilborn
Barbara & Gerald Kitzman
Darrell Knutie
Leslie Kopietz & Mark Steinhauser
Berniece & Richard Kostboth
Matthew J. Kuennen
Janna & Michael LaFountaine
Sharon & Michael LaPensky
Cheryl & Charles Larsen
Stephanie & David Larsen
Sally & Daniel Larson
Carol & James LeDuc
Angie & Steve Lee
Sally & Richard Leighninger
Mari & Gary Link
Daniel Linwick
Mary B. Lokensgard
Christy Lueck & Michael Walz
Patrick Lutter
Joan & Donald Lynch
Cindy Maher & Linda George
Scott Martin
Jennifer & Rick Mattox
Karla & Joseph Mavencamp
Daniel M. Mayer
Elizabeth & Rodney McCrea
Helen J. McCrossan
Helen R. McNulty
Elizabeth & David McQuoid
Deb & James Moe
Janet & Jeffrey Mondloh
Katherine & Kingsley Murphy
Roberta & Paul Murphy

Sue & Dan Murray
Mary Ann & Robert Musto
Janet & Thomas Nelson
Steven Nelson
Virginia & Roy Newcomb
Jackie Nolan
Diem & Jordan Novak
Jamice & Chudi Obianyo
Martha O’Brien & Mark Jenssen
Andrea & Thomas Oden
Jodi Oien
P. J. & Tom Olander
Joyce Ostlie
Lynn & Dennis Owens
Jan & Jeff Parkman
Mary & Michael Path
Patricia & Paul Pearson
Willy Peralta
Steve Pham
Kathleen & Edward Pulliam
Stephanie & Mike Reymann
Cynthia & Fred Riebe
Mae Rukavina & Eric Stich
Karilyn & Terry Ryan
Vicki Sackett
Heidi Saltzman
Patricia & Roger Schmieg
Christy D. Schmittel
Lucy Schmitz
JoAnn Schrantz
Glennis & Danford Schuelke
Lynn & Tim Schulte
Joel Schultz
David J. Schumacher
Jane & Jeffry Shaw
Katie & Stephen Sheppard
Stuart Shwiff
Vinay Singh

Ann & Conrad Smith
Susanne & Charles Smith
Jen Smith-Kristensen &  
   Ben Kristensen
Elaine R. Steinman
Janet M. Stevens
Linda Stouffer
Karen & Matthew Sundeen
Lisa & Todd Sylvester
Lucille A Thares
Nancy & Robert Theiler
Colleen & Donald Theissen
Joyce Thielen
Krisitin & Keith Thomas
Joan Thompson & Drew Hamre
Jennie & James Tomhave
Kate Tomlinson & Roger Labrie
Marlys & Roger Toogood
Kathleen & William Truscott
Lynette & Glenn Trygstad
Elisabeth Underwood
Wendy & Frank Wagner
Rose C. Wallner
Michelle & Jim Walston
Susan & Robert Warde
Jean & Jim Way
Jackie Wells & Leonard Sojka
W. R. Westrom
James E. Whiting
Mollie & Thomas Wise
Mary Wolff
Shannon & Michael Zellmann 

*deceased

Kate Tunstall doesn’t remember her birth 
country of South Korea, or the Social Welfare 
Society foster mother who cared for her 
the first seven months of her life. Yet, the 
big-hearted 12 year old is intent on helping 
babies who are awaiting adoption from the 
Korean foster care system much like she and 
her older brother had.

The idea came out of nowhere just prior 
to Kate’s 11th birthday in 2017. She asked 
family and friends for cash and baby 
supplies instead of birthday gifts.

“I wanted to donate to Korea, but I wasn’t 
sure how I would make money,” she said. 

“My birthday was coming up, so I decided  
to donate my presents.” 

After her birthday, Kate and her mom, Jewell, 
asked Children’s Home what items were 
needed most. They then shopped for clothes, 
shoes, diaper rash cream and baby toys. 
Children’s Home representatives personally 
delivered the items to Korea that summer.

In 2018, Kate doubled her first-year 
donations by applying ingenuity. Rather 
than a birthday fundraiser, she sought 
donations from family and friends. Having  
a major sweet tooth and a love for baking, 
she also held a bake sale. Kate wisely 
realized she could raise more money by 
attracting interest and donations from 
neighbors and even strangers. 

“Kate is really motivated and determined 
when working towards her goals,” said 
Jewell. “She is full of joy and positivity — 
she’s the most positive person I know.”

12-YEAR-OLD ADOPTEE SELFLESSLY  
SUPPORTS FOSTER CARE SYSTEM OF HER HOMELAND

 

Children’s Home received 
support from 2,737 DONORS.

A child’s best interest is at the center of our work.  
We believe that all children need and deserve permanent, loving families.

TOTAL REVENUE  
$5,169,882 

TOTAL EXPENSES 
$4,495,817

We have made every effort to recognize all individuals and 
organizations that have contributed $250 or more in this list.  
If we have erred or have not presented your name as you prefer, 
please let us know.

FUNDING SOURCES

Our audited financial statement is available online at chlss.org.
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PATRICIA KRUEGER, Chair 
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JODI HARPSTEAD, CEO 
Children’s Home Society of Minnesota
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Todd Sylvester
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Steve Zenz

DIRECTORS

Mikki Bedard
Linda Boss
Nancy A. Breyfogle
Scott Brill
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Jimmy Fogel
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Stephen Kowalke
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Carole Olson-Dopkins
Mary Ellen Peterson
Bill Priesmeyer
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OUR ANNUAL REPORT  
IS AVAILABLE ONLINE:

chlss.org/ 
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We define family as two or more people, whether living 
together or apart, related by blood, marriage, adoption  
or commitment to care for one another.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS



CONTACT US 
Main Office
1605 Eustis Street
Saint Paul, MN 55108
651.646.7771 | 800.952.9302

8555 16th Street, Suite 600
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301.562.6500 | 888.904.2229

chlss.org

6800 Versar Center, Suite 404
Springfield, VA 22151
703.642.2193 | 888.904.2229


