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Pandemic, self-care, and social justice. When we

reflect on the past year, these are the elements that

stand out. 

With our day-to-day lives changing dramatically

during 2020, our entire staff shifted to working

remotely. Programs, both here and abroad, saw

impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic. As some issues

were resolved, new challenges presented themselves.

Home visits, trainings and support groups were held

virtually. More than ever, we relied on technology that

eliminated geographical barriers. 

We recognized the need to take extra care of

ourselves, our families and our kids—especially those

with trauma histories. I am incredibly proud of our

families and staff for continuing to meet the needs of

children during these challenging times.

George Floyd's death, along with incidents all across

our country, sparked a renewed quest for social

justice. As the President of Children's Home, a

transracial adopted adult, and mother of three black

children, I have had many conversations about racism.

Through these conversations, I've recognized that

training pre-adoptive families is more critical today

than ever, but it is no longer enough. We need our

families to be strong and tireless allies for our kids of

color. We need to demand change and no longer

tolerate the framework that supports institutionalized

racism and social injustice in our communities.

In this transformative year, I am incredibly grateful

for the continued support of supporters like you.

Children's Home has been around for more than 130

years, and throughout our history, we've always

focused on the core belief that every child deserves

a loving and stable home. The importance of family

is truly amplified this year.

With gratitude,

Alexis

ALEXIS OBERDORFER
President, Children's Home

DEAR FRIENDS,



"We always thought it would be great
to foster or adopt them, but we didn't
think it was an option. Suddenly, it was,
so we were excited to say yes!"

ENTHUSIASTICALLY

ADOPTING FIVE SIBLINGS
Miranda and Brian planned to adopt internationally

through Children's Home. Then they found out they

were too young to fulfill the international program age

requirement and decided to become foster parents

until they turned 25. 

Just after becoming licensed, they provided weekend

respite care for a sibling group of four. The children

were living with their aunt and uncle, who were

planning to adopt them. A month later, they did

respite care for the children again. After that, the

county called to say the children needed emergency

placement. If Miranda and Brian couldn't take them,

the kids would be split up.

Knowing how well the children connected with

Miranda and Brian, the county requested they consider

adopting the siblings. "So here they came!" Miranda

recalled. "Four kids under five and only one of them

was out of diapers!" The couple later got a call from

county services letting them know the children's birth

mother had just delivered a baby—would they be

willing to adopt the infant? "We didn't hesitate to say

yes—even before we figured out how to get five car

seats in the car!" Miranda said.
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2020 BY THE NUMBERS

Children were adopted 

 through open infant

adoption

202
Placements

Children joined families

through international

adoption

"Children in foster care need you at
any age. They need understanding
and compassion."
-Heidi Wiste, Director of Social Work

79 Children found their

forever families through

foster care adoption

34



YOUR SUPPORT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

"My foster parents showed me love.
It made such a difference in my life." 
-Karl Lane, Former Foster Youth/Adoptive Father

6,000+
Individuals received education

through our webinars & classes

78
Youth in foster care

were served through

Child Specific

Recruitment Services 

1,500+
Individuals assisted through

Post Adoption Services

35 Children found  safe,

nurturing homes

through foster care



Profile | A Birth Father's Perspective

A FRONT PORCH ADOPTION

MAKING NEW FAMILY

CONNECTIONS

This is what adoption looks like in a time when a

pandemic has forced justice systems to eliminate

all but essential court appearances. For the Lanes,

that meant completing adoption paperwork by mail

and taking the final legal step from their porch. 

"We were asked if we were okay doing the adoption

virtually," said Britni. "We were just ready for our

boys to be ours forever." Britni says going from a

family of six children to eight has been an easy

transition. "Our entire routine was already disrupted

because of COVID. We just rolled with it!"

Adopting During COVID-19 | chlss.org/blog

Our Adoption Support Fund is a critical resource that

helps remove financial barriers for individuals using

our Post Adoption Services. Recipients like Rick hope

to make new family connections and find answers to

unanswered questions. "I often thought of searching

for the child when I was younger, but could never

find the extra money to fund a search," says Rick.

"Now that I'm 66, I realize I'm probably holding the

short end of the rope. I don't know if there's anything

I can contribute to her life at this point. Maybe one

of life's questions might be answered." 



"Life doesn’t always go as planned, but
in our situation, it worked out exactly
the way it was supposed to."

A LEAP OF FAITH 

REUNITES FOUR SIBLINGS
Jamie Nobozny (Children's Home Board Member) and

his husband are fathers of four energetic and loving

boys, but their path to becoming parents wasn't

always so clear. "I knew I wanted to be a father from

as early as I can remember, but I was so afraid that

being gay would mean I would not be able to fulfill

that dream," says Jamie. 

In 2015, while Jamie and his husband were on vacation

discussing their family plans, a friendly woman offered

some sage advice, "One day you may regret not

having children, but you will never regret having them.”

Right then and there they decided they were ready to

take a leap of faith and start the adoption process. 

"We went home and signed up for an adoption

information session with CH/LSS immediately." By June

of 2016, Jamie and his husband were matched with

two boys from our foster care adoption program. "We

kept in contact with their older brothers and one year

later decided to adopt them as well." The family of

four was now a family of six. "If we had been

presented with a sibling group of four right away, we

would have probably said no immediately, but life

doesn’t always go as planned. In our situation, it

worked out exactly the way it was supposed to."



An Inside Look | chlss.org/blog

BEHIND THE DESK 

WITH SUE ORBAN

CHILD SPECIFIC  

RECRUITERS

"I just celebrated my 13th year with Children’s

Home!" says Sue. "I have worked in many roles

here, but I have most enjoyed roles where I am

working with agencies around the country,

talking with families who are just starting to

consider adoption and teaching the pre-

adoption class. Much has changed in the three

decades that I have worked in this field, but I am

always honored to help children and families."

Profile | Outreach & Adoption Specialist 

As we reflect on a year unlike any other, we are

especially thankful for our team of Child Specific

Recruiters. Their work often happens behind-the-

scenes, but they are an integral part of how we help

place youth in safe, loving homes. 

Our Child Specific Recruiters are caring and

compassionate individuals who spend countless

hours getting to know the youth they support, their

unique personalities, life stories and dreams for the

future. This year they supported 78 youth!
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"Thank you for
providing me

with a life
changing

experience."
-Grant Recipient

110

$134,547

ADOPTION SUPPORT FUND

22

Granted during FY20

Grants Awarded to Birth Parents

Using Post Adoption Services

Total Grants Awarded

Adoption 

Grants



Since 2014, Lance has served on

the Children's Home board of

directors. He was recently invited

to be the board chair. "There was

no doubt in my mind that I would

serve," said Lance. "Children's

Home helped us create our

family. I appreciate the chance

to give back."

He has learned how Children's

Home has adapted to changes in

the adoption landscape,

including the reduction in

international adoptions and an

increased focus on foster care

adoption for children who can't

live with their birth parents.

"These are critical issues," Lance

said. "Finding and supporting

foster parents and adoptive

families has changed where we

put our attention and resources,

but the focus of this organization

hasn't changed. My passion is to

make sure we always remember

that the children come first."

Lance and his wife, Lisa, give not

only their time, but their financial

resources as well. They say it's

easy to be generous when they

remember all the children that

Children's Home touches.

"That's the legacy of Children's

Home. We give our time and

money to make sure this will be

here for generations to come.

Every child deserves a family, 

and every gift helps make that

happen."

A BOARD MEMBER GIVES BACK

2020  

BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
Patrick Thueson, CEO

Alexis Oberdorfer, President

Mike Huray, CFO & Treasurer

Lance Novak, Chair

Lisa Ramme Latterell, Vice-Chair

Todd Hysjulien, Secretary

DIRECTORS
Andrew Baese

Marcia Ballinger

Denise Dewhurst

Jami Edwards

Cheryl Heley

Jamie Nobozny

Phyllis Norrie

Robert O'Connor

Janet Romsaas

Lisa Russell

Todd Sylvester



DIRECTORS EMERITUS
Mikki Bedard

Linda Boss

Scott Brill

Jim Campbell

Liz Carlson

Daryl Clark

David Colwell

Peggy Douglas

Jack Eugster

Rick Evans

Gary Fink

Jimmy Fogel

Mark Gabriele

Sue Greenberg

Pete Hendrixson

Dory Hyde

Trudy Johnson

Linda Jones

Tom King

Mary Komornicka

Stephen Kowalke

Patricia Krueger

Joyce Kuechenmeister

Clint Kurtz

Nancy Lindahl

Jennifer Martin

Kenneth Middlebrooks

Bill Naegele

Jamice Obianyo

Mary Ellen Peterson

Bill Priesmeyer

Joel Rabbe

Peter Ramme

Bob Rumpza

Sheri Scott-Redwood

Bill Soth

Bob Spong

Harlan Strong

Joan Suwalsky

Karen Tangen

Sandy Tokach

Irv Weiser

Marge Weiser

Susan White

Steve Zenz

FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Lance Novak, Chair, CEO

Todd Hysjulien, Secretary

Mike Huray, CFO & Treasurer

Lindsay Graves

Cheryl Heley

Joyce Kuechenmeister

Lisa Latterell

Robert O'Connor

Janet Romsaas

Patrick Thueson 



DONORS
This list reflects gifts of cash, stock or pledges

totaling $1,000 or more that were received during

FY2020 from July 1, 2019 - June 20, 2020.

CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS

Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen 

   Foundation

James Daniel Humphrey Foundation

The Morning Foundation

Otto Bremer Trust

The Saint Paul Foundation

INDIVIDUALS

Anonymous

Marcy & Randy Betcher

Colleen & Pat Bollom

Irene R. Curney*

Deb & William Fisher

Cheryl & Mark Heley

Lisa & Lance Novak

Lynn & Peter Ramme

John Roos*

Sandra J. Thomas*

Matilda & Frank Tranzow

$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 +

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  -  $ 2 4 , 9 9 9

Todd Fogel

Hyun Han

Mike Han

James G. Huntting

Robert Kerbell

Jennifer & Richard Martin

Tracy & Thomas Murphy

Lisa Novotny & Mark Flaten

Kathy & Peter Parten

Corey Sauer

Ward C. Schendel

James E. Senske

Roxanne & William Soth

Karen Steiner & William Dickey

Marlys & Roger Toogood*

Yonok & C. Nick Zeller

Joanne & Steve Zenz

CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS

Joseph C. Duke Foundation

Kinney Family Foundation

Minneapolis Jewish Federation

Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

INDIVIDUALS

Anonymous

Harley E. Bergren

Ralph D. Ebbott*

$ 5 , 0 0 0  -  $ 9 , 9 9 9
CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS

Hardenbergh Foundation

Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation

The Clarence Holden Charitable Trust

Margaret H. & James E. Kelley 

   Foundation

Margaret Rivers Fund

Myers Family Fund of the Saint Paul 

   Foundation

Sunrise Banks, N.A.

United Healthcare Services, Inc.

Wright-Hennepin Cooperative Electric 

   Association



INDIVIDUALS

Carmen & James Campbell

Diana & Stephen Coxsey

Mary Dennis

Teresa & RJ Devick

Megan & Derek Hayes

Victoria V. Henry

Judy & Daniel Hwang

Patricia & David Krueger

Mary Jane & Steve Lindholm

Bernice E. Maehren

Nancy & Roger McCabe

Brenda & Donald McCormick

Estate of Jeanne Mithun

Marcia & Thomas Ochs

JoAnn & Robert Olson

Karen & Steve Sanger

Carol Skanse

Jean Taylor & Roger Griffith

Pat & Dave Teskey

Joseph Thom & Tom Ewald

Mary Thompson & Robert Knuth

Kirsten & Richard Vosen

Parents of Latin American Children

Terhuly Foundation

Otto C. Winzen Charitable Fund

INDIVIDUALS

Anonymous

Idelle & Rolf Bjelland

Larry Boggs*

Kathleen Crawford

Kitty & David Crosby

Marcene and Mark DeYoung

Caroline Dunn-O'Brien & Maurice O'Brien

Julie & Kevin Eichhorn

Sondra & Stuart Feldstein

Faye & Thomas Flaherty

Marie & Mark Gorham

Janice A. Johnson

Lisa & Todd Latterell

Ann & Michael Markman

Hugh Schilling*

Nancy & Brian Siska

David K. Whitney

$ 2 , 5 0 0  -  $ 4 , 9 9 9
$ 1 , 0 0 0  -  $ 2 , 4 9 9

Holden Family Foundation

The Harry L. & Janet M. Kitselman

   Foundation

Microsoft

Sowles Steel Erectors

Thomson Reuters

UnitedHealth Group

INDIVIDUALS

Karen Abel & Michael Pignato

Patricia & Paul Amidon

Sue Amundson & David Largaespada

Mary & H. Charles Anderson

Mike Anderson

Lori & Daniel Arrell

Martha & Bruce Atwater

Debra & Mark Bergman

Cheryl Betcher

Jane & David Biessener

Mimi & Richard Bitzan

Kathryn & James Burns

Susan Chaitovitz & Michael Spurner

CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS

Dellwood Foundation

IBM Employee Services Center

Maple Grove Firefighter's Relief 

   Association

CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS

3M Foundation

ACR Homes, Inc.

Ameriprise Financial

Briggs and Morgan, P.A.

Cargill

Driscoll Foundation



"Giving is not just
about making a
donation. It's
about making a
difference."
-Kathy Calvin

Cindy Cutshall & David Downing

Ann & Dennis Diers

David Doty

Jean & Dave Dovenberg

Ann & Robert Drake

Virginia & Larry Dunivan

Katherine & Themis Economou

Randy & Carol Egan

Laura & Paul Ekholm

Naim El-Far

Camie & Jack Eugster

Kevin Filter

Laura Findorff-Norberg

Nancy M. Fischer

William Fong

Amy & Keith Frederickson

Virginia & Stephen Freid

Berna French

Kathleen & Hoon Ge

William Gilk

Ramya & Kanu Goyal

Susan & Robert Greenberg

Susan & Bruce Hanson

Jodi & Stan Harpstead

Mary Hibbs-Brenner & Mats Brenner

Susan Hill

Keelung Hong & Stephen Murray*

Stacey Hoppe

Patricia J. Huber

Mary Huper

Donna Jenderny

Molly & Eric Johansen

Mary & Charles Jungmann

Mary & William Keefer

Carolyn Kelleher

Sandra Kim

Corey Kotlarz

Joyce & Dan Kuechenmeister

Sandy & Steve Landberg

Suzanne Lewis

Sarah & Jack Matasosky

Veenu & Amreesh Mathur

Mary Anne & John Mauriel

Tina & Stuart McKenna

Deborah & Fletcher Miller

Katherine & Jay Morrell

Phyllis Norrie

Elizabeth Oberdorfer

Jean & Douglas Parish

Susan & Daniel Patton

David J. Pauls

Suzanne & William Payne

George C. Power*

Andrew J. Rapoport

Marlene & Kent Rebeck

Mary Beth Robinson

Janet Romsaas

JoEllyn & Dean Rustad

Jennifer & Edwin Ryan

Vicki Sackett

Nancy Scherer

Tracey Schilling-Hysjulien & Todd 

   Hysjulien

Cheryl A. Sinning

Kim Thorstad

Senthil Velayutham

Mary Ann & David Wark

Maureen E. Warren

Leona Werner & Bob Waldron

Mary Wetschka & Mark Newhall

Mary & Sam Wetterlin

Mary Ann & James White

Amy Wilson

Megan & Duane Wolf

Jane Wright-Bielawski & David Bielawski

Joyce Zimmerman

*deceased

THANK YOUR FOR YOUR

GENEROUS SUPPORT IN 2020!
If we made an error in this listing we apologize.

Please let us know: 651.603.8726



"I never saw my tenure at Children's
Home as a job. It was a passion and
a privilege."

A LEGACY BUILT 
ON COMPASSION &
COMMON SENSE
It seems appropriate that a man named Roger

Toogood believes that life is filled with

opportunities “to do good.” As executive director

of Children’s Home for almost 30 years, Roger was

a visionary who was passionate about improving

children’s lives.

When he became the executive director in 1969,

Roger brought more than 10 years of experience

in child welfare and a commitment to expanding

our services beyond adoption.

Roger’s common-sense leadership keenly served

Children’s Home for many years. The culture he

established of adaptability and action still runs

deep in the organization.

When Roger retired, the board of directors

established the Toogood Endowment Fund for

Children to honor the legacy of his years of

service. Roger personally supports the Fund with

regular contributions and is pleased to know the

Fund will support the ongoing work of Children’s

Home for years to come.



CONTACT US 
MAIN OFFICE

1605 Eustis Street

Saint Paul, MN 55108

651.646.7771

chlss .org |  welcome@chlss .org |

1500 Crabbs Branch Way

Suite 300

Rockville, MD 20855

301.562.6500

6800 Versar Center

Suite 404

Springfield, VA 20855

703.642.2193

CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY OF MINNESOTA


