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A family consists of two or more people,  
whether living together or apart, related  
by blood, marriage, adoption or  
commitment to care for one another. 
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OUR SERVICES 
•  Education
•  Foster Care
•  Foster Care Adoption
•  Global Family Support
•  Infant Adoption
•  International Adoption
•  Post Adoption Services
•  Pregnancy Counseling

OUR DEFINITION OF FAMILY



Heidi Wiste | President

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
This past year has been one of meaningful 
progress and transformation. As we move forward 
with the formal merger of Children’s Home Society 
of Minnesota and Lutheran Social Service of 
Minnesota, we do so with deep respect for our 
shared history and a clear vision for the future. This 
formal merger will strengthen our programming, 
enhance team collaboration and improve service 
delivery. It’s a step that honors our past while 
positioning us for a more impactful future. 

Throughout the year, we’ve focused on listening, learning and adapting to 
meet the evolving needs of those we serve. Our teams have worked tirelessly 
to provide lifelong support through adoption, foster care and post-adoption 
services — building brighter futures and stronger communities across Minnesota 
and beyond. 

Looking ahead, we remain committed to strengthening our programs, 
deepening our partnerships, and expanding access to services that support 
children and families at every stage of life. The dedication of our staff, the 
generosity of our supporters, and the impact our work has on those we serve, 
continues to inspire. 

Thank you for your continued support and belief in our mission. Together, we are 
truly helping children thrive. 

With gratitude,      
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OUR MISSION 
To help children thrive; and  
to build, strengthen and  
sustain individual, family  
and community life.

PROUDLY SERVING  
ALL FAMILIES 
Children’s Home is a welcoming 
organization, offering services  
and support for all people. 



Last year we supported people at every stage of life. Our youngest placement was a 
newborn baby, just a few days old at placement and our eldest client was a 99-year-old 
birthmother receiving post adoption services. 
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OUR IMPACT IN THE COMMUNITY

346 

5,020 
individuals served

51
Adoptions 

 from Foster Care

219
Foster Care  
Placements

23
Infant 

Adoptions

53
International  

Adoptions

foster and adoptive 
placements



701
individuals  
attended  

Connect2Connect 
free, family-friendly 

events across  
Minnesota

82
Volunteers
provided

421
hours of 
service
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48
kids served through Child 

Specific Recruitment Services

56
birth parents served  

through Pregnancy Services

493
individuals educated to care for 
children in foster care through 
Foster Care Adoption Classes

1,488  
individuals served through  

Post Adoption Services



ADOPTION SUPPORT FUND
The Children’s Home Adoption Support Fund helps 
ensure fees are not a hinderance for anyone seeking 
our services. The fund focuses on supporting 
adoptees, birth parents, adoptive parents and their 
loved ones that utilize our services. “It means the 
world to me that this support exists,” said Mimi,  
a 2025 grant recipient.

Last year, our Support Fund granted $179,376 
to more than 200 recipients, of which 111 were 
adoptees, 46 were birth family members and 44 
were foster or adoptive parents. Grants ranged from 
$29 to $10,000. The average amount  
granted per request was $870. 

The largest recipients of Support Fund grants were 
people using our Post Adoption Services. Access 
to Post Adoption Services is crucial. This support 
reduces the likelihood of adoption disruption or 
dissolution and fosters more resilient relationships 
for everyone in the adoption constellation. 

This year, we received more Support Fund requests 
for Post Adoption Services than in any year. Grants 
provided search and reunion support as adoptees 
traveled back to their birthland for the first time, 
and gave access to vital services such as Family 
Support Coach.
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•  Grants ranged from $29 to $10,000 

•  �The average amount granted per 
request was $870

$179,376 
granted by the Adoption Support Fund  

to more than 200 recipients  

111 Adoptees

46 Birth family
members

44
Foster or  
adoptive
parents

Thank you for your generosity and caring 
and investing in the adoption process for 
others. You are all a blessing - Alan“ “



TOUR KOREA
Since 1986, Tour Korea has supported Korean adoptees and 
their families in reconnecting with their heritage through 
immersive birthland journeys. These experiences offer more than 
travel — they foster healing, a sense of heritage and a deeper 
understanding of participants’ personal journeys. Each tour 
includes meaningful visits to historical sites, adoption agencies 
and memorials, creating space for reflection, connection and  
personal growth.

What sets Tour Korea apart is its personalized support tailored 
to each individual. The program welcomes adoptees from any 
U.S. or Korean agency living in the United States and is led by 
a dedicated team with lived experience. With a thoughtfully 
designed itinerary that extends beyond Seoul, Tour Korea 
continues to be a transformative experience for those seeking to 
explore their roots and build lasting relationships. 
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2025 Tours

Dragon Tour: May 30 – June 10 
33 participants, plus two staff and  
two volunteers

Tiger Tour: June 13 – 24 
35 participants, plus two staff and  
two volunteers

Total Attendees: 
23 adoptees and 45 parents, siblings  
and support figures

A Journey of Discovery and Belonging

Participants often describe their experience as life changing. Whether it’s 
a first visit to Korea or a return decades later, the journey fosters personal 
growth and lasting friendships. Many begin birth searches, reconnect with 
foster families or find new ways to support Korean adoptee organizations.

Learn more: chlss.org/tourkorea 

“The tour was very well-organized and gave the group the opportunity to  
see so much, even outside of just Seoul, which was wonderful.” 
 — Adult Adoptee, 2025

“This tour is absolutely amazing and worth every penny. The programming 
was so mindful and left my family feeling so proud of Korea.” 

— Adoptive Parent, 2025



BACK TO SCHOOL BASH 
Last year’s event in Saint Paul brought together 
children and caregivers for a day of connection and 
support. With help from our partner, Jockey Being 
Family Foundation, we provided essential resources 
and encouragement to a total of 96 children  
(86 in-person at the event) cared for by relatives  
or kin and those awaiting adoption from Minnesota 
foster care.

We are committed to continuing this annual tradition 
so that every child feels seen, supported and ready 
for school. With growing attendance and community 
engagement, we look forward to expanding our 
reach and deepening our impact in 2026. 
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Emotional Support

Therapy llamas helped reduce anxiety, boost 
mood and encourage social interaction — 
enjoyed by all and a meaningful support  
for children.

Activities & Engagement
Crafts • Games • Snacks • School Supply Distribution • Volunteer Support

School Supplies Distributed
Backpacks • Notebooks • Writing Tools • Hygiene Kits



CHEERS TO CHILDREN’S HOME 

CONNECT2CONNECT 

On June 5, friends of Children’s Home gathered at Lake Monster Brewing for a casual happy hour 
event. Guests enjoyed conversation, appetizers and a refreshing beverage while connecting as a 
community, celebrating the mission and hearing inspiring stories and progress updates on how 
Children’s Home is making a difference for children and families. The generosity of donors helps 
make these efforts possible and ensures continued support for those we serve.

Last year, Children’s Home hosted Connect2Connect events, giving foster  
and adoptive families meaningful opportunities to connect in person and  
build relationships in fun, interactive ways. A total of 701 people attended 
these free gatherings, underscoring the importance of community and  
shared experiences.

Supported by the Minnesota Department of Children, Youth, and Families 
Permanency Support Service grant, Connect2Connect also offered dedicated 
spaces for Pride community families.
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DONORS 

The Clarence Holden Charitable Trust 
Robert Kerbell 
Jennifer & Richard Martin 

*Roberta A. Megard 
Brenda & Scott Moore 
Morning Foundation 
Marcia & Thomas Ochs 
Lynn & Peter Ramme 
Corey Sauer 
Mary Weitzman 
Yonok & C. Nick Zeller

 $5,000 – $9,999 
CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS 
Boss Foundation 
Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation 
Margaret H. & James E. Kelley  
   Foundation 
Margaret Rivers Fund 
Palen Family Foundation of the  
   Catholic Community Foundation 
Wright-Hennepin Cooperative Electric  
   Association  

$5,000 – $9,999  
INDIVIDUALS  
Anonymous  
Patricia & Paul Amidon 
Michelle Bedard 

$25,000 + 
CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS  
Fred C. & Katherine B.  
   Andersen Foundation 
James Daniel Humphrey Foundation 
Kinney Family Foundation 
Otto Bremer Trust 
 
INDIVIDUALS  
Marcy & Randy Betcher 
Colleen & Pat Bollom 
Cheryl & Mark Heley 

*Clifford Mies 
JoAnn & Robert Olson 
Karen Steiner & William Dickey 

*Elizabeth H. Thies 

$10,000 – $24,999 
CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS 
Ananda Nilayam USA  
Joseph C. Duke Foundation 
Hardenbergh Foundation 
Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation  
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Anonymous 
Michael & Teresa Bosch 
David Crosby Fund of the  
   Longview Foundation 

*Peggy A. Douglas 

Diana & Stephen Coxsey 
Margaret & David Duxbury 
Sondra & Stuart Feldstein 
Victoria V. Henry 
Judy & Daniel Hwang 
Mary Jungmann 
Bernice E. Maehren 
Linda Mohr & Larry Hill 
Tracy & Thomas Murphy 
Lisa & Lance Novak 
William B. & Suzanne Payne 
Janet Romsaas 
Karen & Steve Sanger 
Karen Smith 
Kirsten & Richard Vosen 
The Winton-Whitney Fund 
Joanne & Steve Zenz 

$2,500 – $4,999 
CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS 
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen 		
   Foundation 
Dellwood Foundation 
Jockey Being Family Foundation 
Roger & Nancy McCabe Foundation 
Otto C. Winzen Charitable Fund

INDIVIDUALS  
Anonymous 
Bethany & Neil Collins 
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Children’s Home gratefully acknowledges the 
many generous donors who support our work. 
Recognized in this listing are those who pledged 
or gave $1,000 or more cumulatively from  
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025. 



Nancy & Tim Coughlin 
Teresa & RJ Devick 
Margaret & William Douglas 
Amy Dragland-Johnson & 
   Christopher Johnson 
Julie & Kevin Eichhorn 
Sharon Forsman 

*Ronald Fredericksen 
Virginia & Stephen Freid 
Lisa A. Gray 
Megan & Derek Hayes 
David & Linda Hoffman 
Sandy & Steve Landberg 
Jamie & Bo Nabozny 
Ron & Bonnie Ostby 
Apurva Patel & Carol Garrison 

*George C. Power 
Lanty & Margaret Smith 
John M. Stern 
Dr. Jai & Shinjae Suh 
Pat & Dave Teskey 
Mattisen Villareal 
Priscilla & Steven Williams

$1,000 – $2,499 
CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS 
American Legion Post 118, Wayzata 
Baillon Family Foundation 
Baker Vicchiollo Law 
Campbell Foundation 
Graham Giving Fund at Fidelity
   Charitable 
Great River Energy 
Kingsley H. Murphy Family  
   Foundation 
Medtronic, Inc. 
Palisade Asset Management, LLC 

Pohlad Family Foundation 
Sowles Steel Erectors 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Anonymous (2) 
Karen Abel & Michael Pignato 
Paul & Anne Aronson 
Susan & Daniel Babbitt 
Joyce & Ronald Beauchane 
Karen Brandt & J. Michael Colliton 
Cathy & Michael Brennan 
Alice & Charles Bresnahan 
Susan Chaitovitz & Michael Spurner 
Lewis & Judith Clark 
Gary Debele & Kimberly Tolman 
Denise Dewhurst 
David Doty 
Driscoll Foundation 
Nancy Driver 
Katherine & Themis Economou 
Randy & Carol Egan 
Laura & Paul Ekholm 
Bonnie & Rick Fetter 
Kevin Filter
Berna French
Barbara & Kevin Gardiner
Kathleen & Hoon Ge
William Gilk
Beverly Griesert
Andrea & Richard Guthmann 
Jodi & Stan Harpstead 
Linda Harty 
William Hawkins
Hibbs Brenner Family Fund of 
   The Minneapolis Foundation
Susan Hill
Sandra & *Michael Hobbs 
Ronald Hodges & Laura Eberhard 

Carol & James Hollenbeck
Constance & Allan Hoof
Sandra & Steven Hunt
Mary Huper
Sherry Jester & Harry Cloft 
Kathryn Joo 
Pamela Kaufman & Dennis  
   Keierleber
Carolyn Kelleher
Virginia & Philip Kendall
SEBA Fund of The Minneapolis
   Foundation
Pamela J. Kirkpatrick
Alicia & Larry Kittelson
Matthew J. Kuennen 
Pauline Kuhn 
Michael & Janna *LaFountaine
Lisa & Todd Latterell 
Nancy & John Lindahl Family Fund 
Abbey Marino 
Sarah & Jack Matasosky 
Tina & Stuart McKenna 
Linda Milashius 
Francis & Katherine Miley 
Deborah & Fletcher Miller
Gregory Miller 

*Jeanne Mithun 
Louise & Dan Money 
Phyllis Norrie 
Thomas & Barbara Okonek 
Cindy & Michael Olson 
Michael O'Neil 
Kerry Patten
Andrew J. Rapoport
Mary Beth Robinson
Lisa & Elias Russell
JoEllyn & Dean Rustad
Jennifer & Edwin Ryan

Mary & John Schmitz
Chad Schwitters
Cheryl A. Sinning
Roxanne & William Soth
Joseph Stanley & Loretta  
   Zook-Stanley
Karen Tangen
June Thompson
Lynette & Glenn Trygstad
Susan & Lawrence Turner
Cherie & Charles Walker
Christopher & Rebecca Wendland
Mary Ann & *James White
Megan & Duane Wolf
Jane Wright-Bielawski & Dave  
   Bielawski

* deceased
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BENEFACTORS  
Anonymous  
Margaret & Chester Boike 
William L. Gilk 
Mary Huper 
Jean King 
Timothy John Larson 
Martha & Harry Mueller 
Thomas W. Sahlstrom 
Richard & Zarida Young



FEES & GRANTS
From Government Agencies

$2,153,529

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Including United Way  
& In-Kind Donations

$2,664,654

FEES FOR SERVICE

$930,612

INVESTMENT INCOME

$215,497

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME

$261,928

Our audited financial statement is available online at chlss.org.

TOTAL REVENUE  
$6,226,220

DOMESTIC ADOPTION

$2,599,273 

 
SUPPORT SERVICES

$1,326,486 
 
INTERNATIONAL 
ADOPTION

$1,162,738 
 

OTHER

$249,464 
 

POST ADOPTION

$260,449

46%

5%4%

24%

21%

TOTAL EXPENSES 
$5,598,410

FUNDING SOURCES
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43%

4%3%
15% 35%
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DIRECTORS

PATRICK THUESON, CEO 
Children’s Home Society of MN

HEIDI WISTE, PRESIDENT 
Children’s Home Society of MN

LANCE NOVAK, CHAIR 
Retired CFO

CHRIS THOMPSON, SECRETARY & TREASURER  
Senior Finance Director, Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota

LINDSAY GRAVES 
Community Volunteer

CHERYL HELEY 
Community Volunteer

BROOK MALLAK, ATTORNEY 
Minnesota Lawyers Mutal Insurance Company

LISA RUSSELL, MARKETING & OPERATIONS 
ASSOCIATE  
Palisade Asset Management, LLC

CORINNE HACHT, SR. MAJOR GIFT OFFICER

TAUSEEF (JOE) KHAWAJA, CFO & TREASURER 
Children’s Home Society of MN

JESSE STREMCHA, VP/CHIEF DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER 
Children’s Home Society of MN

FOUNDATION BOARD  
OF TRUSTEES

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
PATRICK THUESON, CEO
Children’s Home Society of MN

HEIDI WISTE, PRESIDENT
Children’s Home Society of MN

TAUSEEF (JOE) KHAWAJA,  
CFO & TREASURER
Children’s Home Society of MN 

ANDREW BAESE, CHAIR 
Partner, Taft Law

LANCE NOVAK, VICE-CHAIR*
Retired CFO

JAMIE NABOZNY, SECRETARY*
CEO and President of Nabozny & Associates, Inc.  
An American Family Agency

Cheryl Heley* 
Community Volunteer 
 
Marcus Manning 
Psychotherapist
Lyn-Lake Psychotherapy & Wellness

Neil Collins* 
Retired Operations Executive 
 
Noya Woodrich* 
Director of Child & Family Health Division 
Minnesota Department of Health 
 
Christopher Wendland 
Attorney and Shareholder 
Wendland Utz, Law Firm

Lisa Russell* 
Marketing & Operations Associate 
Palisade Asset Management, LLC 
 

Reubenna Cooley* 
Retired Human Resource Director 
 
Mike Huray* 
Chief Financial Officer 
Minnehaha Academy

Kris Peltier 
Technology Coordinator 
Anoka-Hennepin School District

Phyllis Norrie 
Retired, Senior IT Training Specialist

Denise Dewhurst 
Licensed Psychologist & Professor  
of Psychology  
Montgomery College, Maryland

Janet Romsaas 
Retired, Faculty Research Associate 
University of Maryland, College Park

*Appointment by LSS Board of Directors



Your support has powered every milestone this year. Because of you, children and families have found hope, 
healing and new beginnings. Your belief in our mission drives today’s progress and tomorrow’s possibilities. 
Together, we’re building a future where every child feels safe, supported and valued. Thank you for being 
essential to this journey.
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CONTACT US 
MAIN OFFICE
1605 Eustis Street 
Saint Paul, MN 55108 
651.646.7771

chlss.org


